
As we sat down to compile our pictures and thoughts to write
this year’s missive, we took a look back at the previous edi-
tions of “Season’s Greetings.” That’s when it really hit us:
This is our 10th edition! It’s amazing how fast each of the
years flies by. 

This year marks a significant and happy milestone for us-
our 10th anniversary. We’re so fortunate to have been able to
share time, celebrations, and milestones with so many of our
friends and family this year. And now you know the theme
of this year’s greeting: CCeelleebbrraattiinngg  MMiilleessttoonneess!!

Once again we’re happy to share the events of our year with
you in words and pictures. This has been, for us, a year filled

with lots of hard work, many
moments of joy, a fair amount of
sadness, and lots of bonding. 

With this greeting we also send to
you our wishes for a safe, happy,
healthy, and prosperous new year -
one that will mark many happy
milestones for you and your fami-
lies.

FFrroomm  oouurr  hhoommee  ttoo  yyoouurrss,,  
wwee  wwiisshh  yyoouu  tthhee  wwaarrmmeesstt......

Season’s GreetingsSeason’s Greetings



December began
with a great sad-
ness for us. Six and
a half years after
being initially diag-
nosed with a heart
problem, Satin’s

health deteriorated dramatically and at the age
of 17½, Satin passed on and made the trip
across “The Rainbow Bridge” (visit http://
www.rainbowbridge.org for more). 

Unlike Shadow’s death in 2001,
which came without warning
during the night, Satin’s health
problems forced us to make a
very difficult and painful choice. 

Satin was a fighter to the end,
even with failing heart, kidneys, thy-
roid, and a likely cancer underneath it all.

Satin’s loss hit Marc hard. Satin had been a big
part of his life -
nearly half of it-
from Minneapolis to
Chicago to Boston.
Satin was a big
comfort to Marc’s
mom in the last part

of her life, content to
snuggle with her and
comfort during her
painful ordeal with
cancer. This was not
an easy loss for
Jeffrey, either, having
spent over 10 years with Satin in his life.
Coming just two years after Shadow’s death, we
are now a “cat-less” home.

When we came back from the Vet’s office,
we were two blobs of emotions soaked
in tears. Phoebe tore across the house
and spent equal time licking tears
away from both our faces. 

The house is definitely a little empty
now, but Phoebe has been going out of

her way to make sure we’re never “alone.”
It’s strange, after so many years, to not have
cats roaming around the house We have many
fond memories to
cherish, and we’ll
consider becoming a
“cat” household once
again next year after
we’ve had some time
& space to heal. 

Just after we celebrated our 10th anniversary
(quite a milestone!), another even more signifi-
cant milestone was achieved on November 18.
The Mass. Supreme Judicial Court (SJC) ruled in

Goodridge vs. Dept. of  Public Health  that all cou-
ples, including same-sex couples, have the right to civil mar-
riage in Massachusetts. The SJC gave the commonwealth 180
days to comply - which means that our wedding will happen
sometime close to our 11th anniversary - in July of next year.

We’re both active with the Human Rights Campaign - and have
anxiously waited for the day to come where our union would
be legally sanctioned and unquestioned in the
eyes of the state. 

We hope to see many of you there - and will be
sure to take lots of pictures!

Marc’s lease on his A6 was
up this summer, so off to
the dealerships (and web
sites) he went. After being
disappointed by the long-
awaited A4 Cabriolet (and rethinking the practicality of a drop
top in New England’s winters!) he looked at an Infiniti G35 and
once again at Acura. Last time around, the Acura CL and TL just
didn’t excite him. The TSX, new for 2004, was pretty much love
at first drive. He’s thrilled with the ride and handling - especially
on the ice and snow we’ve had so far this season. The on-board
“toys” appeal to his “Inspector Gadget” side as well.

Jeffrey and Phoebe like it too- especially the bun warmers.

Satin July 1986 - December 2003



This year has been one filled
with milestones for Presstek.

Marc and the sales & marketing
team began the year with the
Graphics of the Americas show in
Miami, launching a string of quarter over
quarter growth that lasted for the year.

That’s quite an accomplishment, consider-
ing that the print economy has only recent-
ly (December), begun to show signs of
improvement. Most other competitors in
the “off-press” or CTP space continue to
downsize, defer product development, and
are posting revenue declines and/or losses. 

In addition to lots of travel around the U.S.,
Marc spent a good deal of time in the U.K.,
Caribbean, Latin America, Canada, and
Japan. Marc’s United 1k card will come in
handy next year!

GraphExpo, the large U.S. show in
Chicago, was the culmination of

a lot of hard work and dedica-
tion by the entire Presstek
team. The show went off

without a hitch, and not only helped to
present Presstek in a very positive light
with journalists, analysts, dealers, and cus-
tomers -  but resulted in orders booked at
the show, and a robust pipeline going into
the fourth quarter. On top of the positive
vibe in Presstek’s booth, a new partnership
with A.B. Dick in the U.S. was launched with
great fanfare and positive reviews.

This show marked a positive turnaround,
evidenced by customers literally signing
orders at the show (something not seen at
U.S. shows since the late 90’s).

Next year will be filled with new product
launches, rebranding efforts, and further geo-
graphical expansion - not to mention the
largest printing show in four years, Drupa, to
be held in Dusseldorf, Germany in May.  It will
be a very busy and demanding time -but one
that will be very rewarding.

Presstek partner A.B. Dick (UK) made a strong showing at Northprint, the
only graphic arts show held this year in the U.K. Located between Leeds
and Manchester, this show attracted a number of serious buyers, and gave
Marc a chance to work with this extremely talented sales team.

Presstek’s partnership with Japanese press manufacturer Sakurai was
strengthened through participation in the IGAS show in Tokyo in
September. Sakurai is Presstek’s exclusive selling partner in the impor-
tant Japanese market - the second largest print market in the world.

Graph Expo was another successful showing for Presstek. The booth
was packed - and during the hourly presentations, the crowd poured
into the aisles. This show, while smaller than in previous years, had
more buying activity. 

In Presstek’s booth, a revolutionary new completely chemistry-free
printing plate was released . Presstek also showed a new platesetter
product in partnership with A.B. Dick at their booth, which drew large
numbers of attendees and garnered a lot of the press attention
received at the show. 



Phoebe’s Brush with Fame
Phoebe achieved a big milestone this year- she’s in print! The
trade magazine Furniture Today recently featured a profile
on Circle Furniture and their innovative, stylish, and people-
centered focus. In addition to interviewing the owners and
telling the “Circle story,” the magazine did a photo shoot at
the store. Phoebe jumped at the chance to help show just
how cute a leather sofa can be. Phoebe loves visiting the
stores where she sees old friends and makes new ones all the
time. She’s a natural ice-breaker with customers- and has
even helped close a few sales. We’re wondering how many
Greenies she gets for helping to sell a three-piece sectional.

Other Events This Year...

“Customers keep coming back to Circle
Furniture for personal style inspiration, not to
be told how to decorate their rooms,” explains

Harold Tubman, one of Circle’s owners. His brother and co-owner, Richard, added “For customers
who already know what they want stylistically, Circle provides that finishing piece, that 'aha!' item
that really punctuates the room.” 

That’s a pretty good description of Jeffrey’s mission: to punctuate the stores, find the “aha’s” and
ensure that the sales teams are well versed in product knowledge. It’s been a challenging year- a
softer economy, new sales consultants, and the usual amount of retail chaos - but Jeffrey enjoys the
changing routine and challenging task of making the stores “anybody’s - and everybody’s- home.”

Circle’s annual Holiday Party - a celebration of a great year with great
employees and vendors. Left & below left: most of crew, before cocktail
hour ends. Below right: Jeffrey with Peggy, one of the owners and the
anointed “Queen Bee” .

Two friends celebrated weddings this year- and we were honored to celebrate these important
milestones with friends and family. 
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We visited Dan & Stacy in
Portland - twice this year! Our
first visit was in June while Stacy
was “expecting,” and again in
December, just six weeks after
little Samantha Hope was born. What a little angel - we were smitten by her!
We made plans to visit as soon as she was born - and we also decided to bring
Phoebe along. She experienced her first airplane ride, hotel, new city, and new

baby, all in one weekend! Phoebe
was great: no fuss, very playful,
and lots of gentle kisses for
Sammy. She had a ball with Ruby,
Dan & Stacy’s rotweiler
-who was equally gen-
tle with Phoebe. We all
had a wonderful - albeit
too brief - visit and cel-
ebration of Dan &
Stacy’s beautiful 
new milestone!

For Thanksgiving, Marc’s family came out for the week. We had a
great time exploring Boston. Phoebe really took a liking to Marc’s
Aunt Evelyn! For Thanksgiving Dinner, we remembered just how
much we liked not doing dishes, and headed to the Colonial Inn
in Concord for a wonderful evening, joined by Roni, Violet, and
Jonathon. We missed Jeffrey’s mom this year - but were so
happy to have the Gilboa clan back.

While visiting
Chicago in
October, we had
a chance to catch
up with Jeffrey’s
family- including
his sister Emily

Babies’ 
First 
Meeting

Thanksgiving in Boston & Family Visits



Another year has flown by so quickly.  
We’ve crossed many milestones - 
and the road ahead has many more

for us to achieve! 

We wish you peace, happiness, and 
great accomplishments on the road 

ahead in 2004.

What can we say... our little girl is grow-
ing up! Phoebe is now just about 2 and
pretty much fully grown (or maybe a lit-
tle over-fully grown!) at 15#. She is the
most joyful, happy, sweet, and smart  lit-
tle puppy we could have ever dreamed
for. We’ve put some pictures here of her
friends - clockwise from top left: Oliver
(across the street, platonic

friends), Scooby
(best friend, formerly
four doors down,
now a few miles
away), Sammy (did
we mention she
loves babies?), and
finally, Satin. We
think she misses
him- heaven knows

she’s helping us deal with his loss.  Phoebe is healthy and enjoys her play-groups (thanks,
Carrie!) and the ever increasing number of dogs in our neighborhood. We are so very lucky!

10 years of “cover shots” --here are the last nine (we cheated in ‘01 and
re-used ‘99). Next year we’ll do a retrospect of the house projects!

Phoebe

21 Trowbridge  Street
Arlington,  Massachusetts  02474

781.643.0269  •  781.643.4994  (fax)

marc@concep.com • jeffrey@ concep.com
http://www.concep.com

1994-our first place
in Cambridge - 

pre-digital camera!
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